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The practices of life-giving land protection of the The practices of life-giving land protection of the 


Wet’suwet’en reminds me that blockades are like Wet’suwet’en reminds me that blockades are like 
beaver dams. One can stand beside the pile of sticks beaver dams. One can stand beside the pile of sticks 
blocking the flow of the river and complain about blocking the flow of the river and complain about 
inconveniences, or one can sit beside the pond and inconveniences, or one can sit beside the pond and 
witness the beavers’ life-giving brilliance—deep witness the beavers life-giving brilliance—deep 
pools that don't freeze for their fish relatives; making pools that don't freeze for their fish relatives; making 
wetlands full of moose, deer, and elk food and cooling wetlands full of moose, deer, and elk food and cooling 
spots, places to hide calves, and muck to keep the flies spots, places to hide calves, and muck to keep the flies 
away; open spaces in the canopy so sunlight increases, away; open spaces in the canopy so sunlight increases, 
creating warm and shallow aquatic habitat around the creating warm and shallow aquatic habitat around the 
edges of the pond for amphibians and insects; plunge edges of the pond for amphibians and insects; plunge 
pools on the downstream side of dams for juvenile pools on the downstream side of dams for juvenile 
fish and gravel for spawning; home and food for birds. fish and gravel for spawning; home and food for birds. 
Blockades are both a negation of destruction and an Blockades are both a negation of destruction and an 
affirmation of life. affirmation of life. 
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Reconciliation is dead. Reconciliation is dead. 


#wetsuweten #shutdowncanada #wetsuweten #shutdowncanada 
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